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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, SZ 

SUBJECT: MICROWAVE LANDING SYSTEM DEMONSTRATIONS 


REF: FAA TELEGRAM MAR 22, 1978 (P 221630Z MAR 78) 

1 . EMBOFF MAR 29 DISCUSSED UK DMLS DEMONSTRATION 
WITH BERN/BELP AIRPORT SERVICES MGR PEDOTI WHO 
WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE FOLLOWING LIMITED INFO ON UK 
TESTS CONDUCTED AFTER DEC 6, 1977 OFFICIAL PRESEN- 
TATION TO SWISS. 


2. PEDOTI SAID UK DEMONSTRATION TEAM HAD 
ENCOUNTERED INTERFERENCE FROM AIRPORT HIGH 
INTENSITY LANDING LIGHTS LOCATED IN AZ ANTENNA 
COVERAGE ZONE, WHICH REFLECTED DIRECTLY INTO 
DMLS TRANSMITTER AND PRODUCED OPTICAL REFLECTION. 
SAID UK TEAM REQUESTED SWISS HELP IN OBTAINING 
CHICKEN WIRE-TYPE FENCING SCREEN THAT WAS OF FINE 
GAUGE, NEARLY THAT USED FOR INSECT SCREENS BUT WITH 
LARGE HEXAGONAL OPENINGS. SAID WIRE WAS VERY FINE, 
ABOUT 0.5 TO 0.7 MM THICK; SIDE LENGTH OF EACH 
ELEMENT OF HEXAGONAL SCREEN OPENING WAS ABOUT 15 MM. 
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HOWEVER, PEDOTI COULD NOT SAY HOW UK PEOPLE PLACED 
SCREEN IN RELATION TO ANTENNA OR TRANSMITTER. 


3. PEDOTI ADDED THAT BERN/BELP AIRPORT DIRECTOR 
(PEDOTI'S SUPERIOR) HAS RECEIVED PERSONAL COPY FROM 
UK OF BERN TEST RESULTS. HOWEVER, DIRECTOR IS ON 
LEAVE UNTIL APR 3. EMBOFF WILL FOLLOW UP TO SEE 
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WHETHER ADDITIONAL INFO CAN BE OBTAINED. 

4. PETER GASSER OF FED AVIATION OFFICE TOLD EMBOFF 
MAR 29 THAT FAO PEOPLE WERE INFORMED IN GENERAL WAY 
OF DIFFICULTIES UK TEAM WAS HAVING WITH AZ ANTENNA 
BUT SWISS HAD NOT TAKEN SPECIAL NOTE OF WHAT WAS 
BEING DONE IN WAY OF SCREENING TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE. 
GASSER SAID FAO JUST RECEIVED REPORT ON RESULTS OF 
BERN DEMONSTRATION BUT DID NOT OFFER TO MAKE RESULTS 
AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY; RATHER HE SUGGESTED WE CALL 
PEDOTI FOR INFO ON TESTS. BERN AIRPORT IS OPERATED 

AS PRIVATE CONCESSION. 

5. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT UK HAS ISSUED REPORT 
ON BERN TESTS AND IT MIGHT BE AVAILABLE FROM ICAO 
OR DIRECTLY FROM UK. 

WARNER 
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